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Light-vented Bulbul (Pycnanotus sinensis), ief,
also known as Chinese Buibul,

fs an abundant resident in cibcs and farmlands.
The endemic Styan's Bulbul (Pycnonotus taivanusl, right,
alsa known a3 the Taiwan Bulbul is closely relared
and is faund only on the 2osl coast of Taiwan,
Styan's generally prefirs

thicker vegetation thon 1ight-venled Rulbul,

thus aeeurring in parts ang in the faothills.
Styan’s Buihul is easily found in Chifben,
Hybridization occurs in northeastern Taiwan.




Birding Taiwan

CIN-TY LEE°
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TT T IST AN OF TAIWAN {0 the
Republic of China), logared 125
miileys off mainland China (Peo-
ple's Republic of China), isa
familiar destnacion and place of
crasit for business travelers, Teis
alzo known for irs rapid coconomic
growth and its beautiful scenery
Portuguese satlers, who docked
om her shores hundreds of vears
ago, called ir “llha Formosa,” or
Fheautiful sland.”

Althengh Tatwan 1s only aboul
the size of Marvland and Dela-
ware combined and is situated
directly on the Tropic of Cancer, a
close look reveals over 230 record-

ed hird species, clovations ap o
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13,110 [eer, and a diversity of
habitats ranging from coastal low-
lands ro rropical broadleaf forests
o an impressive alpine zonc. Faen
though many of Talwan’s birds
can be found on the immaediare
riainland, Taiwan™s avifauna is
demonstrably unigue. Fourleen
endemic species and many more
endemic subspecics arc currently
recognized. Taiwan also represents
the seuthernmost breeding arca
(o certain Eurasian species, which
are more acelimated wo the north-
ern temperate forests, as well as
the northernmest breeding loca-
tion {or some southeasc Asian
specics which are strictly tropical.
What is more remarkable is thar
Tatwan also has relic populations
of some middle-ro high-clevarion
species which are now found only
i the eastern Himalayas and bor
dering regons, but no i any of
the intervenming arcas.

D S

This iz the wigw

lpoking south

toward the Pacific Ocean
from Kenting Mational Park,
Besides harboring

ali the foothill firds

of Taiwan, Kenting’s
uniqie fioral compingity
zupbaorts several

hird species that exist
nowfiers efze on Taivwan.
Fhaotographied

i January [995.

LTERAHE

CIM-TY LEE

Mist of Taiwan’s endemics can
bz found during a one-to-two-
week wisit at any oime of year. In
addicion, globally sought-afrer
specics, such as Black-faced
Sopconbill (Flatalea minor) and
Saunders’s Gall (Tearus saundersil,
are easily found during rhe winter.
We [irst describe those sites which
are cusy 1o access and would
appual tiv a birder spending only a
[ spare davs in Tatwan. Then,
tor those who have more ime, we
describe some of the lesser-knoman
hotspets that have a much higher
bird-species diversite We have
divided these laver sites into five
categories: (10 lowlands and farm-
lands, (2} coastal wetlands,

le-elevation
tropical broadleaf forests, and
(31 upper-elevation and alpine

i3 foorhills 4 mu

habirars. We also give a briel
description of Tanyu Tsland,
which is known for a few endemic
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Taiwor's diverse ovifoura and habitats result partly from she coupled effects of glabal
climate: change and o recently active gealogic histary. Taiwan arose from the Parific
Gcean three to four millon years ago (young by peols dards) when a series

of volcanic islands associated with the Philippines call h the Eurosion continent,
or eastern edge of Ching. Continued coliision created Taiwon's high mountains,

which alfowed the preservaton of relic Himalayan species. Collision, in fact, 15 still
continuing todey. The smoll istand, Lanpy, locoted off the scutheastern corner of Taiwan
and known for fivang a few endemic subspecics, is exampie of @ valcanic istomd
that will in the distant future dock onte Tofwon's southiemn tic,

subspecics. The logistics of rravel
are provided at the cnd. For moge
information abour birding
Tarwan, the fallowing articles or
field nores are useful: Brazil
(19927, Lehman (19931, and [ ee
(1994, 1996). Tor general logis-
tics, we recommend Storey
(19947, Alrhough English bird
names here follow Clements

{1991}, names vsed in feld
guides, which differ (rom
Clements, are parenrhesized.

Sites near Taipei

Most people visit Tauiper on a
business trip. Taipen is one of the
true jungle cities of Asia, crowd-
ed and pollured. Use busses and
taxis to move around the cice In
the city iesell, you will be grecred
by Light-venred Bulbuls (Chinese
Bulbul; Pyernnotus simewsis),
Eurasian Tree Sparrows {Passer
smeaartans ), and Japanese Whire
eves (Losterofs japonicg).
Surprisingly, perhaps, there are

a few L'.*&Cl'“{‘lﬂ l:i| L]j]]li'_ ,'L'l'!(ﬂ:x

near the oy

F7 B o)

Yangmingshan Mational Park

[-‘.-'[]I!&" in the torested mountains
north of Taiper, Yangmingshan
National Park i a true piece of
tranguillity. The park is known
for its cherry blossoms chat paine
the parle pink in carly spring,
atrracting thousands of visitors.
From the Taipei Central Bus
Stanon (located next to the
laipei Railway station), it is only
a 45-minute bus ride. To avoad
crowds, visit on weekdays, Take a
stroll along the stane paths,
watching for neisy groups of
Black Bulbul {Hypsipetes mada-
gascariensis) raiding the fruiting
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trices and for Black-browed Barber
ixMullor's Barbeg Megalatma oorii
mrchalisy, Gray Troepic (Dendro-
sl formasas), Streaked-breasted
Scimirar-Babbler (Pomatorkings
suficollis), Grayv-checked Tulverta
{dlcippe morrisomial, and Rofons-
capped Babbler (Red-headed lrce
Babhler; Stacfryris ruficeps) can be
found hirengs o any thick vegeta-
tion. WNear the waterfall, warch for
the endemic laiwan Whistling-
Thrush {Myviophonus fmsularis) as
it hops amongs the river slones.
‘This glossy, dark-bloe, red-eyed
bird is best chanced npon vory
early in the morning. Taiwan
Wagpie (Taiwan Blue Magpie;
Uerreissa caeraled) can also be

soen here wirh some lnck.

i

Kuantu

For a sampling of waterhirds, try
Euancw, located ar the contluence
of the Tamsui and Keclung
Rivers, 2 one-and-a-half-hour bus
tiche mertheast of Taipei. This is
Laipei’s most popular birding
spot and a good place to meer
locu] hirders, Walk past the row
of ships and begin birding on the
comerere dilee. Kuanun™s marnerove
swamps, marshos, and rice pad-
dies have been ser aside as a bird
sanctuary The best time wo visic is
in winrer or during spring and fall
migrarions, Warch for Gray
Heron fArdea cingrea), Grear

i Egrertta albr), Intermediare ( E,
frtermedia), and Livde (E. gar-
zetta) Tgrers, Black-crinvmed
Night-Heron (Wyeticorax nyction-
sz, and, with patisnce and a lit-
tle luck, Yellow Bittern {lxobrych-
sox simensis) and Ruddy-breasted
Crake [Torzena fusca), You
shonald have lirtle srouble finding

TAPAAT SIR05

Black-faced Spoonbill Conservation

The Black-faced Spoonkall (Pladalen
miinor ), varest spoonhill m Gie waorkd,
is a spevies ol fiernadioeal concern.
Tis breeding biolops is alnnsr a toral
mystery. The only known colonics
arc on a fow small rocky lands off
the coast of North Koreg snd, due to
military resiriciions, these colonizs
are rarely visited. The sponnbills
nest on sheer cliffs amang the very
zulls and other scabirds thar may
posc threats to the spoonbill egee
ariel youns.

This species is nmuch berter known
from its wintcring range. It spohds
the winrer primarily o cstiuaries trom
central lapan o Fevwan and slong
the coast [romn Jlamngsy Provings in
Ceriral Chita soatbo the REd. Ri?‘s:f

delra in Vietnam. Civer half of the

world’s population winters in Chiku,

o 4 o 4
near the Tsenawen estimny 19 sopthe
ern Taiwan. Recent effores have pre
servad rhese wetlands, alchongh there

is always a theeat (most recendy from

a proposcd steel and petrochemical
complex several kilomeless froag the
TR TS e )

Ten years apo, the known world
population was just over 200 bards,
Interest from the Waild Bisd Federa-
tion uf Taiwan. the Wild Bird
Saciely of Japan, World Wildlife
Fund—Hong Kong, and nther groups

has increased awareness of the
species” plizhr, Tom Dahmer and
Mary Felley (Feasvstems Limized,
Haong Kong) have coordinaced winter

censuses of the species smee 1993,

Jlhek R CHER
an] have Tousd that the hieds arc
WATIETINE 01 Y New areas. As of
Tanuary 1998, the global consus
recorded 713 hirds. This apparent
increase reflocrs Sroater AWALCneEs
and mielc intensive consus oiforts
tather chan an actual invrease athe
population snce LY5E,
has alan spotsored satellie racking
ol Divds fram wisdering areds in Tai
werth, norl ern Vismnam, and Heng
Kaong o deccemine migracion rontes
ard additional nesdng arcas. The
first tesale of those studies was wen-
ditication of 2 new stopower site o
the spring migraion in Zhejiann
,{(‘1:1;.;'1' e, Peuple’s Republic i_,'l-il--(:h"lil]i_iu
The fate of Ve Black Taced
Spoandill will depend an increasing
e understanding of che specics’
miolozy and on preservarion of ity
wetland habitars, Only four of the 14
stces used by wantenng Blick-Giesd
spoonbills i fanwgey 1998 e pro-
wected or are dnaler some fovm of
comservalion Favaremenr; each of
thise fonis sires is in China, The
remaining 10 sites have no formal
conscryanion starns, Lhe W gopro-
tevted sies wese asetl i Jannary
1955 by 495 of the worlds 613
Black-taced Spontbills (81 percent);
this, these is w0 serions threar 2o most
of the warlds Black-faced Spoonhill
pogulation.
Malcoln €. Colier

Co-cheirman, WCH Specialisn Grotp
an Storks, [hises, and Spoanbils
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birding taiwan

These Taiwanese birders were keeping track of the Black-faced Spoonbil
flock at Tsengwen Hsi Ko in fanuary {995,

Laeh B
Saftflats like these gre abundant along Highway |7 narth of Tsengwen Hsi Ko
and are good in winter for Marsh (Tringa stagnatilis) and Curlew
{Calidris ferruginea} Sandpipers. Shown hare are workers harvesting the salt,
January 1995,

Green-winged Teal (Anas crecca), Parrochills (Paradoxarsis w

Spoc-billed Duck (AL poecilorbyn-

chal, Commaon Kinghisher

bianus) move in small parties,

The reedbeds offer shelrer for
Oriental Reed-Warkl

tAcrocephalus ori

tAlcedo arthiz), and other wide-

spread northeast Asian species. In

hambuoo-stands Vinous-throared during migrarion, Siberian

g

Tk

Rubythroat [ Luscinia calliope).
Check the ficlds for Red Turtle-
Dowe (Strepropelia trasquebaria),
Yellow f Maracilla flava) and Gray
(ML sinerea) Waglails, Tawny-
Qanked (Prizia suebflava) and
Yellena-bellied (T fawvtventsiz)
Primias, Brown {Lanfus cristatus;
and Long-tailed /L. sehach)
Shrikes, Crested Mynah {Acrido-
theres cristatelfuz), Blue Rock-
Thrush “Momnticola solitarins),
Dusler Lheush (Lwrdss sannan-
st), Black-laced Bunuing (Emberi-
zd spodoceihala), und Scale-
breasted (Tonchur pusscrudata)
and White-rumped /L, striatal
Munias, During migtration, the
hills above Koantn are excellent
for hawl-warching. Gray-faced
Burzards (Burastur indicus) and
Chinese Goshawks [Chinese
Sparrowhawk; Aceipiier soloensis

Trabhs |.hl'[]l]g|‘l 'il'l |F]Tg{.‘ num I'.‘i_‘]"v'_

AR

Wulai

Another location for forest birds
and endemics s Walai, onlyv a
one-hour b ride south of
Laipel, Wulal is an sboriginal cul
tural center. Beawtiful warerfalls
21T|'..1 t':.‘TT'I]:"]"..‘H :-.\.T'Il'.l }'L'J-lT'](]T'Ii{. C()U]
remperarures draw crowds o this
site, especially during the summer
maonths. Look lor Plain Elower-
pecker (Dicdenm iprecins) [ot-
aging in the trees that surround
the wisicors parking lor. Walle
through the tourist shops and
r.'.?.l]"\li' L}](‘: r(‘?Elﬂl l.l[]h'tl'l:':—l;ﬂ El]{']flg Ll]lf'
river. There are now signs mark-
g the recommended Birding
ronure. Warch (and listen; for
Crested Serpent-Eagls ¢ Spilarnis
cheela) and Black Eagle (Indian
Blaclk Tagle: Tetinaetus
mralavensis) overhead, Plumbeous

BIZ2INE,
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Redsiart (R byacarnis fulivinosus), |

White Wagrail (Pied Wagrail;
Motircidla ol laeendisis), andd
possibly Brown Dipper {Cinclus
purllasii) may be seen along the
river, As vou go tarther away from
the building districr, you beain ro
enler an extensive stand ol waopi
cal broadleaf forest. his habitar
is locared on the steep walls of
the canvon, so you must bird from
the road. You should sce Gray-
chinned Minmers (Pericrocolus
sofiavis), Bronzed Dirongo (Lhe-
srris aesens), Gould's Falvetta

i Alcippe brosmea), Streale-brease-
e Scimitar-Bahbler, Taiwan
Yuhina @ Yeedrina brunnciceps), and
Taiwan Barwing { Actmodiera
sorrisoniana . Keep your cyes
open for the nneommen ¥a ried
Tie it
come to Wulai in quest of the

rus varins). Most birders

beantiful and endemic Tarwan
Magpic, which used to be more
comman but has decreased in
recent vears, It is stll possible to
fine them along the upper parts
ol the irail,

Habitat Birding Sites

Lowdeands and Farmlands

Most of Taiwan's west coast is
characterized by flat lowlands
thar are cither extensively farmed
or denzely populated. The drive
along Highway 3 Trom Taipel o
Kachsinng passes through the
vepical lowland landscape of rice
paddies and cane and tobacco
Felds,

The best habirats for birds are
weedy ficlds bordered by drainage
ditches. Birds of the lowlands
mclude such commaon birds as
Orriental Turtloe-Dhove
(Strepiopeliz ovientalis), Fed
Collarcd-Trowve (5. franguebiorical,

F RN B R ]

Touse Swift { Apus affinis), Light-
vented Bullml, Crested Mynah

i Aeridoiheres crisialells), and
Black Dvongo (Dicrurus macro-
cercus). Some of the other com-
mon birds thar might pigue the
New World birder

are Pacific (Hirundo tabitica) and

inLerests of o
Striated (H. striolata) Swallows,
Long-railed Shrike, Zitting
Cisticola {Cisticola juncidrs),
Tawny-flanked and Yellow-belhed
Prindas, Vinous-throared
Parratbill, and Scaly-breasted
Munia. In winter, expect o sce
White, Gray, and Yellow Wagrails,
Red-throated Pipit (Anthus cervi-
ses ), Brown Shrike, Blue Rock-
Th;u_;,‘,h, and Black faced BllJlle'l_l',
{ .r'-,_i'if!!-.':';'j'i'-{\.‘ .\',".Jllr.'lu.'. {.’;.'J'Jr.-'cil'--l.:'. You
mav also see wintering Siberian
Rubythroats and Oriental
Greenfinches (Cardwelis simea).
Rice paddies, flooded fields, anid
rivers should be checked for

"L.'ll |_-I'I'I' ]{11ild\_- 3

breasted Crake, Green (Tringa

waterbirds, Wa

ochropus; winter) and Comimon
{Actitis byvpolercos; winter]
Sandpipers, and Greater Painted-
Snipe (Rostratula benghalensis).
Painted-snipes are found in wet
stubble and weedy [ields, particu-
larly i post-harvest rice paddies.

Coastal Wetlands
‘Tarwan’s coastal wetland habitais
are primarily on the west coast.
nformnarely, all of these sites
suffer from heavy pollurion, bur
the birds have nowhere else to go.
National and international con-
servation effores are badly needed
[or the preservation of these wet-
lands {sce sidebar), One of the
muost praductive spors is
Teengwen Ha Ko (Hsl Ko =

estuary), which is accessed via

Tiver

Higlvway 17, abour 101 kilometers
north of the cive of Tainan,
Barders have painted signs on the
pavement, making it casy to find
the rivermouth, About half of the
world's Black-laced Spoonbill
population winters here, 321 of
the 713 individuals, Being the
rarest and least-srudied of the
world’s six spoonbill species, the
Black faced Spoonbill is definitely
a mega-tick. Although rhe flock
meves from place to place in this
area, there are usually birders pre-
sent every day who keep track of
the flock. Eurasian Spoonbills
{Platalea lewcorodia), very rarcin
Taiwan, have associated with this
flock. Tsengwen Hsi Ko is also

ane of the fow places in rhe world
that hosts regularly wintering
Saunders’s Gulls, This very rare
pull’s nesting grounds were first
discovered in castern China only
in 1987, Saunders’s Gull is anoth-
er mega-tick for western birders.
These mudflats also produce
Lirtle Ringed (Charadrius
dubins), Snowy (C. alexandrinus),
and Mongolian [C. mongolus)
Plowvers, Red-necked Srint
(Calidris ruficallis], Dunlin {C.
alpina}, Curlew Sandpiper (C, fer-
rugined), Comman Redshank
{(Iringa totasus |, Common
Greenshank (T, nebularia), Black
railed {Liswosa fimosa) and Bur-
tailed (L. lapponica) Godwirs,
and Furasian Cuarlew [ Nusmenius
arquata). The gulls include Slaty-
backed [Tarus schistisapus],
Herring (L. argentatus), and
Black-headed (1. ridibaodns)
During spring and fall migrariens,
watch for Greater Sandplover
(Charadrius leschenandtin), Sharp-
railed Calidris acyminata) and
Terek (Xemus cinerens)

“G7



birding taiwan

Sandpipers, and
Careat Knot (Cali-
dris tennivostivis ).
Rariricy have
mchided Spoonbill
sandpiper (-
rariynchis -
FHIETME ] L‘?CT.TL'IT.IL"[}"
rarel, Asian Do-
witcher (Asianc
Drowitcher; Limo-
dromies semmpalia-
tres ), and Far Fase-
ern Curlew (N
pienins madagas
Cariensis).

Dheiving along
Highway 17 just
soulh of the
Taengwen River

CTOSSINGT, YOI Pass
b some werland
prl_'.‘:[_'rll'f_'h (R4 Lhﬁ'
west side of the
hiughway By explor-
El‘lg ST [)i: thﬁ_'
side roads, vou can find seasonal
}'.IEJI'IdK and flooded (elds that are
very productive for winterimg
waterfowl, ln the presérve jrself
wie have seon Ruddy [ Tadoraa for-
rivgirzea, and Common (1L tador-
na) Sheldocks (hoth rare in
Laiwan), Spor-billed Duck [ Anas
proectorfynchal, Green-winged
Teal (A crecea), Garganey (A
guergtieduls!, Eurasian Wigeon
(A penelope), and Pied Avocet
i Kecurvirostra avosella ],
Backrraclk and ralee Highway
17 norih of the Tsengwen River
crossing to pass throngh exrensive
salt flars thar can produce Marsh
i Iringa stagnatilis) and Curlow
Sandpipers. Tarther north on
Highway 17 {ahour 70 kilomerers
north of lainan! is che fish-tarm-
ing town of Ow-gu. located on

56

g raprars melude
Furasian Kestrel

i balco timunculus]
and Northern Har
rier iHen Harrier;
Circids cyimseis).
Small Aecks of
Lirtle Curlews [ Nu-
mienins miniing)
vecusionally drop
in o the grassy

fields during
ITHETATIL
Accommda-
tioms wre available
in Tainan, or you
may wish to stay al
one of the temples
at Beimen, a small
town just north of
lsengwen Hsi Ko,

White-earad Sibin (Heterophasiz auricularis) s ¢ common endemic
n mizxed broadleal end coniferous forests ot high elevations
{Yushan National Park and Hsitoul. it is highly vocal.

the boundary between Yunlin and
Chiayi counties, The habital here
conststs of freshwater ponds and
wetlands, where wintering shore-
birds include Long-toed Stinc
{Caliris subpunnia) and Wood
and Common Sandpipers, Scan
flocks of Whiskered (Chlidonias
Fvbipiclus) und Litle letns (Srerna
allsifrons) [or White-winged (.
lesoopieris ) and Caspian (5,
caxpriu) Terns, In addition, vou
should see Litde Grebe
(Taelybrapius ruffcollis ), Striated
1leron (Buiorides striatus),
Cinnamon Bittern {{xofrychus
cinnamomeuns), Yellow Bitcern,
Lietle, Intermediare, and Greas
Lgrets, and, in winter, Purple
Heron (Ardea purpurea). Winter-

- |.|,.'n_._=..'-:Fl\-.".C.—-N %}T E 5{?: Eﬂ
Foottills: Kenting
National Park
Lovw-clevation
broadleaf forest oceurs in food-
halls. Although any suitable habi-
rar will do, a good location for
foothill birds is Kenting National
Pask, locared ar rhe southernimost
op of Taiwan. Most visitors Lo
Kenting are surprised by howe dil-
[erent it looks from the rest of the
island. 'Lhe climate is dry and
windy, The landscape 1s characrer-
ized by stunted rrees and vopeta-
tig growing in chasms and
behind knobs of limestone, which
wore onee lving coral reefs, These
conditions have created a unique
flora amd fama. Tnoaddition,
Kenring is the only place in Lai-
wan whoere several bird species
more closely associated with the
Fhilippines can be ound,

From Kachsiung, Kenting is

| onby two to three hours by bus.
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Accommodations

in kKenring are
affordable and |
comtorrable, '
Beeanse of the
large area, we
achvise renring a car
of 4 Imoped From
ome of the hotels in
Tentimg. | Aveond
relring a jeep
bocanse it is noisy,
large, and cxpen
stve.) Lhe main
LosUTIST AEETACTION |8
the park’s center,
alsey kmown as the
“leapical Botanic
Cearden,”™ which is
alten crowded with
people. Many muore
birds can be found
just outsice of the
park. & zood spot
is the picnic arca
about a mile past
the tirmeft ro the main park,
wlhere Crested Serpenr Bagle,
Chinese Bamboo-Paremdge
{Burmilaesecola thovacica), While-
bellied Pigeon (Tapancse Green-
Prggeemny, Treron sieboldiil, Black-
browed Barler, Sevan’s Tullul
iTavwan Bulbul; Pyesonotaes
Leffvanmns ), Streale breasted
Scimitar-Babbler, Whire cared
Sibia {Heterophasio awricularis),
Grav-cheeled Talverra, Whire-bel-
licd Yithina ¢ Yuhing zanthbolewca),
Black-naped Monarch (Hypo-
thryeis azirer), and Gray Treepic
cun he seen. I vou are lucky, vou
may also spot Tmerald Dewve
{Chalcaphaps indica) and
Whistling Green-Pigeon {reran
fornosas, the latrer found only
on the southern tip of Tatwan. In

TalAAM 53T

Here is a vizw of o middie-slevation tropival broudiesf forest in Chihpen,
Many Asian specialtes and Taiwan endemics con Be found here,
This spat is one of the few places in Taiwan where Maroen Onole {Oriclus traillii)

can be found, fanuary %95,

winter, frine rrees ofren have
Brown-hcaded (Lrdies chryso-
faus ), Dyebrovwed (L obscurus),
and Pale (T, pallides) Thrushes,
Drusky Thrush is also a possibilics
Another good birding spot s
Oluanpi, which is Taiwan’s souch-
ernmost tip. I lere, the scrubby
bushes harbor, in addinion o
some of the above-mentioned
species, Brown-cared Bolbul ({xos
amaroris) and Hwamei
{Crarrulax canorus ) We have scon
Arcric Warbler (Phylloscojies
frarealis) here during winter,
Check Lungluan Lake for Green
winged ‘Leal, Eurasian Wigcon,
and Tufred Duck (Aythya fulign-
fat). Spor-billed Ducks ocour in

srmall mumbers, Some of the

plowed ficlds occa-
I sionally have
Northern Tapwings
iVanelluz panellus)
arnong the more
common Pacific
Ceolden-1lovers
(Plzialis fredea),

Dhuring the lirst
Ul weekes of
Oerober, the skies
ubonve Kenting
hecnme filled with
migrating hawles:
rens of thousands
have been recorded
n one dav, Begu-
larly occorming
spoecies include
Cray-faced
Trzrard, Chinese
Goshawle, Japanese
Sparrowhawk
CAcaipiier sulavis),
and Trrasian
Henev-Buesard
flermis apivorusz),

Cik-T LEZ

Jo A

Middle Elevation:

Chilipen Hot Springs

wliddle elevations arc characre:-
ized by broadleaf and mixed
deciducus [oresns, Well known
sites such ax Yangmingshan
National Park and %ulai have
already been disenssed, A less
Lamous area. but indeubredly
better, is Chihpen Hor Springs,
lecated near Tattung an the
southeastern coast of lalwan, 1L
s a relatively undisturbed area,
very close to major tourisL artrac-
tions, and ranks as one of our
Cavorite birding spots, You can
reach Chihpen via Higlway 220 Tr
s only a halr-hour bus er taxi



birding taiwan

The endemic Steere’s Liocichio {Liodichlz
steeri] is o conmman resident of broadisal
and confferows forests ot high elevotions
{Yushon Nevenal Park and Hsitou).

ft i ane of the mast vocol birds

in the forest,

ricde fromn Taitung, Sraving the
nighr in ane of the horels can be o
memorable expertence (alihongh
stMTelines expensive;, as some of
Taiwan’s best hot springs are
located hore. Thun, the nest
muorning, [ully relreshed, von can
Like up Chihpen Canyon.

The best birding accurs along
thie unfinished portion of che
Chibipen road (Highway 22),
which is accossed by continuing
uphill on the road (rom the hoe-
spring district which follows the
south side of the river. The road
concinues up the mountain, eeen-
tally reaching the west coast ar
Pingiung, 1L is up to vou how far
to go. [n st a half-day hike vou
can see many bivds, Species of
interest include Chinese Tambaon-
Paroidge, Grav-dhimned Winivet,
Styan’s and Black Bulbuls,
Collared Finchbill {Spizixos
sempirargues;, Brown Dippen
Plumbeows Redstary, White cared
Sibia, White-bellied Yahina,
Rufous-capped Babbler, Black-
naped Monarch, White-rumped

e}

Mannikin, Bronzed
Drrongo, and Bur-
asian Jav (Garrulus
glandarizs ). Watch
for Black-faced
Bunting and
Siberian Rubvthroat
1 winter:

The uncommon
Maroon Oricle
(Criolus traillii} can
be reliably found at
Chihpen. Alchough
the orioles can be
scen anvwhere along the dire
road, they are most often encoun
rered abour a2 mile-and-a-kalf
aller passing the suspension
bridge in a patch of deciducus
trees that borders a smeall grove of
Betel Nurt rrees, This road makes
a grear backpacking or camping

JUA-SHENG CHE

trip during winter. Listen for
Oriental Cuckoos (Cucielus sitn-
rafus) and Large Hawk Cuckoos
(. sparverinides) in spring and

SHIMTINER

Upber Elevation

and Alpine Habitats

It is in this region where many of
Tarwan’s flora] and faunal gems
are found, Tven though Tarwan 1s
just narth of the cgualor, its
mountains are high cnough for
certaln alpme bird species nor-
mally found in rhe TTimalayas,
The best arcas for high-elevation
birding are Yushan National Pack,
Alishan, and Hsiron.

Access Lo Yushan Narional
Park is via the small rown of
Tungpu, which is itsclf reached by
taking Highway 21 from Shuli,
located just east of Nanton. Trom

Tungpu you can hike dircely into
the narional park. If you arcin

good shape, vou may be able to

reach the alpine lorests and rerum
by the end of the day, although we
would not recommend rhis trek
becanse vou will be rushed.
Maoreover, 1 vou wish 1o hike this
rrail i summer, muke sure that
there are no tvphoons forecast?

A good reason to go to Yushan
i that it s a place where most of
Laiwan’s endemics can be gasily
found. 1he tirst portion of the
truil passes through terraced
orchards and tea farms before
ernrering mixed broadleal forests.
Check the orchards in wincer for
Olive-backed Pipit f Awthus bodg-
somi), Drange-fanked Bush-Robin
(Rod-flanked Bluetail; Larsiger
cvaruyies ), Taorian Fedstare
(Phoenicuris auroreus), and
Russel Sparrow [Passer rutilans),
Afrer leaving the orchards, von
climb wooded slopes, 'The arca
just before the tral skires a high
clifl is ons of the best spots Lo see
the rure und endemic Swinhoo’s
Pheasant (Lofhora swinboet),
Your best bt is wo walke guietly
along the trail and hope that one
crosses the path, Tisten for it
seratching in the leaves. Other
endemics Lo wateh for are Whire-
whiskered Tavghingiheush ¢ Lar
wan Whistling Thrish; Gearralay
1, Srecre’s Tiocichla

FIGPTISONIGHHS ],
(Viocichla steerii), White-cared
Sibia, Tatwan Barwing, Laiwan
Yuhina, and Yellow TiL (Taiwan
Tit; Parues holst).

In additinn to endemics, watch
for Ashy Wood-Pigeon { Cofumilba
pulchricallis), Black-browed
Burbet, Gray-cappod Woodpecker
(Grav-capped Premy Wood-
peckery Dendrocopos canivafil-
{5, Grav-chinned Miniver,
White-tailed Robin (White-tailed

| Blue Robin; Cinclidiem

BIRDVMG, DECLM S ¢ 988



Jemecrerinsh, Busry-cheeked (Porra-
forbinegs evvlbrocenvs) and
Sereale-breasied Scimitar-Tabblers,
Gownld’s, Streak-throared [Alcppe
cirererceps), and Gray-cheeked
Tulveilas, Brorsn Prinda (Brossm
Hill Prinia: Prinda pofvehvoal,
Spevss v -browed Flycarcher

i Thicket Flyecaccher; Ficedula
Fypervihra. Vivid Niltava
(N#tava vividal, Black-throared
Tir {Red-headed Lig ﬂ-:?_gffﬁh.'n'u-;‘
comenust, Earasian Nuthateh

(e n!rfrclp.-.:rfﬁ_], Crecn-backed
Tic {Parses momticolus), Fire

breasted Flowerpecker, and
Broneed Drongo. Although you

My never see them, vou will

certainly hear the calls of rhe very

secretive Blue Shortwing ' i
;"|’i.l'.-.'r'.lr_r_1-'l.':!¢:.r_}-".'.c srenrdana !l and CIMCTY LEE
% LT b (R [ o) 2 i : 5 R <
Pypmy Wren-Babbler (Proepyaa The endemic Collared Bush-Robin (Tarsiger johnstoniae)
preesiflia ) In the evening, listen for i 0 common bird of upper elevation habitats.
: : AP 't is hest found ot Yushan MNotional Park.
Collared Scops-Owl T0res lerji- e Deat found Ot FAhan | e
I.i.:_:l and Brown Weood Ol |:'.';‘:!'r".".'-.'
leptagrasmical. The dininal
"":. o i ;
=Y Farmosan Hill Partridge,
s - / alsn known as Taiwan Hill Partridge
B - 3 L ol - H e
. n;.-ﬂ-.rL-.c:-r cphila crudigularis),
: - is an endemic

that is generally reported in books
as being foirly cornmon

in foothills to middle-elevation
forests, It is, however,

a seldom-scen bird

due o its preference

for catromely dense vegetation,
Check Yushan Mational Park

and Hsitow,

CHUNG-EI TFM




bli_'rdilng_ taiwan

Logistics

Weather and best time to bird, The bes
wenther 18 in wanter and spring when
remperatres are modesare and rain is
winimal. Bird diversity is highest dur-
it thess months, when wintering
Landhirds and shorebinds can be seen
along with the permancnt residents.

How to get there. Many airlines
iChina, Lvergreen, Malaysia, Singa-
preated et Taipei. T is wise o book
flights carly cspecially if you planto
VISIT LD WInIteE, 4 these Hichts are
always full Some aiclines offer 3 brisl
stay in Taiwan en route o Tlong
Ronp o other Southeast Asian desii-
nations. :

Visas, Tn'general, & visa is needed in
timne. Thurt :l.?l\.'-'ﬂ.;-‘\-\i'ttk wisu-fres sty is
permiteed it vou ave o United Seares
siitiner, Visas can be obramed from

- the Unordination Council for Narth

Asierian M at 5731 Wilshin:
Bontievand, Sulite T Tows Anpeles,
California 90010 (213/389-1215) and
At :_121}_1 Rhsroarsit Avetsge TN
Washingron, DO 2066 2137
|f2i12-’395—18ﬂf}3. in Canada, contace
Thaipet Beoneaic and Cuftdeal O4lice
at Island Park Dirive, Oava, Ontacio
{8 T A

Gatting around. Public ceansparta
o b Inexprnsive, convenient, and
pastetual, Al of the places deseribead
in ehis article can be visited by bus or

i Thpeds ure chienp and con be
feund cverywhere. We do nioe advisc
tenling @ car for ikavel i major ciiies
bocawse of the intense traffic.

THomeewir, teaffic 1o the countryside is
ot g0 had, and renting & car or
moped s advised. Maps of Laiwan
can be boughre arany major book-
store. Mozt maor roads and all high-
ways are clearly masked by signs in
Chinese and Lnglish,

Languoge. The ollicisl Linguase in

ey

Lazwan 1% the Mandanin dialect of
Chinese. In the countryside, however,
moast people speak the labwanese
dialect. English is anderstond by
many of the younger people.

Currency. 34.4 NT (New Tapwazn
dollaci o LS5

Hotels, Combing. All of thec places
described fexcepe for Hohuanshan
and Teenpwen Hsi Kol have hotels,

Nlost huatels ure inespensive o Laigly-

priced. It yon opt for adventare, vou
may wish to stay ovcrnight in tom-
pless which sxist almost everywhers.
Canping is peroyitied i soine
stationnd] packs,

Ficld Guides. Sources of Information.
Fhic hest fcld puide is the Hasivan
Wild Bard Field Cluide, published hy
the Taitwan Wild Bird Socetw T is
avmiable ar the Los Angeles Andubon
hociery Bookstore (7377 Sanma
Monica Bovlevard, West Holiywond,
Califnenia 900465094 TTnfor
linaiely exncept [or the spevies naties.
this enide is entirely m Clinese. The
lustrations and maps, however, arc
very pood. English ficld puides
(1.l :}|'(

Taarrean by Chang snd o Newe Guide

inclide A Fleld Guide to the B

fo the Birds of laiean by Severing-
haus and Blackshaw
Birding gromps around Taiwan
e been sstablished foz sowe e,
althoogh thar growth fnduding on
college campuses) really began devel-
aping only about 15 years ago. Two
with pernianent addresses and phone
nutnbars are the following:
= Wild Bird Society Hepublic of Cldra,
. Alber 13, Tiane 295 Ind Tlner,
Fu Haien South Boad, Secoioun 1,
Laipet, Paiwan, Repuhlic of Chire,
Telephone: 011-88627067212
* - Larwary Wild Bird Socigty, 30, Lane 38,

Tloping Stredt, T.air.']‘umg._ Taiwan,

Bepublic ol China, Telepliohe:
O =B84 2241 390

Collared Owlet (Clancidinm
brodiet) may also be encountered.
Az vou climb higher and encer
cedar and pine forests, warch for
Collared Bush-Robin {Johnsione’s
Bush-Robing Tarstger jolmsicn-
ar), Tlamecrest (Taiwan Firecrest,
Regublies goodfellowl, and White
whiskered Tavnghingthrush, the
larrer twe endemics. You should
also encounrer Scaly Thrush
{ Zoothers diansa ), Yellowish-bel
lied Bush-Warbler ‘Cettia acan-
thignides), Gray-sided Laughing-
thrush ¢ CGarrrlax caeridats!,
Rufous-faced Warhler (White-
throated Flycarcher-Warhler:
Abroscafus albogrdariz), Russer
Bush-Warhler (Mounrain Scrub
Warbler: Bradypterus seebobmil,
Ferruginous Flyvcatcher (AMarsci-
capa ferruginea), Uoal TiL ¢ Parus
ater), Blylhys Parrochill “Paracdoe-
armis mipalensis), Vinaceuus
Rosefinch {Carpodacas pinacens),
and Gray-headed Bullfinch
(Bueavan's Bullfinchy Pyrefula -
thaca). Along the fast-tlowng
stroams warch for Lirde Forlerail
{Ericuris scoulers)]

! White-backed
(Lendrocopos letcoro:) and
Crrav-headed Woodpeckers (Picus
camus ) and White-browed Bush-
Lobin ( Larsiger indicus) are pos-
sibrilities. At approximalels 13
Lilometers from the trailhead is
;_hf_' tl.‘!TT'IUFF T amn Uld ]E5Hgiﬂg
road called Guangow. A walk
along this road may mm up the
very rare Milade Pheasant

[ Swrenatious srikado ). In recent
vears, campers have seen a family
of these pheasanes here, Check
erassy clearings in winter for an
occasiona] Litde Bunting
(Tmbeeriza puesitlal. Tisten for
Muouvnzain Scops-Owl (Chas spi-
lncefrhalus) at night. Areas above
timberline are good for Alpine
Accentor (Prosella collars],
Winter Wren (Troglodvres
troglodyres ), and Eurasian
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Nurcracket {Nueifrags
caryocatdoles).

You can also reach Lhe park
fromm the southwest o Lhe park’s
visitor comter at Tatachia, which is
casily aceessed by comtinuwing up
the road trom Alishan, The pame-
phlets and the people in the visi-
ror center are very lknowledgeable
and helplul., There is a youth hos
el and a small restaurant. lara-
chia s located at high elevarions
and is a good place wo [ind most
of the high-clevation birds, Mika-
do Phoasants have been seen here,

fT )y EER

Alishan and Hsitou

TFor those birders with limited
time, we recommend going o
Alishan or Hzitou, Many of the
birds (ound ar Yushan can be
found at either of Lthess sites, bt
¥ ".-‘.-'"i” l"IL'L‘L:l Lid E.'U[[I!'.]t'LC ‘-‘-'j.L}l
rourisey for space. Make sure Lo

wisit on weckedays

Alishan 1x accesseed via Thygh-
wray 13 from Chiavt and 15 one of
the mast popular destinations far
tourists. Lhere is @ wide range of
accommodations and dining, With
well-groomed gardens, a sacred
i, o rid numerous hotels, gil_t
shaps, and restaurants, Alishan is
Tarasan’s promicr Turist spot.
Despite the croweds, you shonld be
able to oo many of the tvpieal
upper-clevation birds, Tndemics,
such as Callared Bush-Baobin,
Tudwan Barwing, White-whiskered
Laughingthrush, and Flamectest,
can be found here, In addition
watrch for Rufous-Taced Warbler,
Torroginous Flecawcher, Coal Til,
and Vinaceous Roselinch,

Hyirow s locared om TTiehway
131 sowuch of Mantoo. Tros a one-
hour bus ride from Nantou. Birds
here are characreristic of a transi-
Lion [rom middle- to upper-eleva-
ticn habiracs, Warch for Srocre’s
Ligcichla, White carcd Silma,

S R T

Tatwan Barwing, Tatwan Yuhina,
Snowy-browed Tlycarcher,
sided Laughingthrush, and
Ferruginous Flvearcher, The rane
and endemic Formosan Hill
Parcridge {Taiwan Hill Partridge;

_-':',. .l'..':.'-‘-‘f-'."(lll"'.l_,'.?.'. i t"?"l:"".fr |.|!| {qy .' ) :“.F'.N

:|Iu'l'

besn seen here.

R R

Lanyu Island

Lanvu {Orchid Island) is an
voleanic island, locared
Taitung. OF interest
hure is Lhe endemic subspecies of
the Commaon Scops Owl (s

exlinet
southeast of

; | v P -
Lyateyriy potelenss J- L‘F'[l",i_"l' }311'L"~' ol

ipancse Par radise-

Terrfrsifilrcnsne aivogan-

INTCTCST AT
Flycarche
data perio]
cared Bulbul, and Brown {_m_'kcm—

halimica), Chestnu-

Daove {Macropygia phasianclla)
Lanvu Island is accessed by If.r-t..al
alrlines (Formosa Airlines and
Taiwan Aviation Company) from
'Tu ung to Lanyu (fight time 30
s). There are two hotels on
the island.
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